DISLOYAL ACTINGS 


OF THE 


BERMUDA WE TOY 


LO N D ON, 


PETITION 


Preſented (from the General ASSEMB LY in 


the ſaid Iſlands, convented together there, according 
to the Laws of the ſaid COMPANY) to 
the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


With ſeveral Grievances, Petitions, and Papers; 


as will more at large appear in the following Narrative, 


{hewing the great oppreſſions the poor Inbabitant ts in the ſaid ] Jands. 
do groan under, by the ARBITRARY © : 
the SOME R-ISLANDS COMPANY : 


In all (humility preſented to the Honourable, the Knights, . 


Citizens, and Burgefles ASSEMBLED in PARLIAMENT. 
craving from them to be relieved from the aforeſaid and. following: 
OPPRESSIONS. . 


i 


ts. ith. 


L— 
EET 


By WILLIAM RIGHTON. 


THE 
CONTEN T S. 
Petition preſented from the Aſſembly , to the Kings 


I. 

A moſt Excellent Majeſty. Page x. 
2. A Petition preſented from the Aſſembly to the Company, P-3- 
3+ Several Grievances from the Aſſembly to the Company. p.s. 
4. A Petition of Six Inhabitants to Sir. John Heydon Go- 


VEernour, P» I 3s 
&. A Petition of 23 of the Aſſembly, preſented to the Com- 
peny. | | P- I4. 
6. A Petition preſented to the King in Council, by four Petz. 
tioners, &c. """ Ie. 
7. AN Anſwer made by the Company to that Petition pre 
ſented to the King, Pp. 18. 
8. An Anſwer, by Reply, to the ſaid Companies Petition to 
the K ing. P.-I9, 
g. A Paper Printed by the ſaid Company, to miſinform the 
world. | P. 22. 


10. An Anſwer to the ſaid Paper, to undeceive the world. p. 2.3. 
11. All preſented to the Parliament, craving from them re. 


lief. P. 26. 


To the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty : The Humble Petition of 


the General Aſſembly, the repreſentative body of the Somer- 
Iſlands 


Humbly ſheweth, 


Hereas your Royal Majeſties Predeceſlor, King James 
of Bleſſed memory, did by His Gracious Letters Pa- 
tents on the 29th day of June, in the Thirteenth 
year of His Reign of England, &c. give and grant 
unto the firſt Proprietors of theſe Iflands, by the 

name of the Treaſurer and Company of the Somer-1//ands, many Pri-' 
viledges, Liberties and Immunities, with ſeveral bounds and limitations, 
for the making and alterations of Laws abſolutely neceſſary for the 
being and well-being of theſe Iſlands, andthe Inhabitants thereof; 
which Proprietors conſiſting of the Nobility and Gentry of the Realm 
of England, did in the 18th year of His ſaid Majeſties Reign, make and 
ordain ſeveral good and wholſom Laws _— to the ſaid Letters 
Patents, which were to be kept by them and their ſucceſſors inviola- 
blez Printed, Arno. Dom. 1622: to the which, reference being had, 
may more plainly appear 3 whereby they were obliged to maintain and 
defray the publick charges of theſe Iſlands, out of the Publick Lands 
which his ſaid Majeſty had granted to them, their Heirs and Succeſlors. 
Since which time, part of the intereſt of theſe I{lands, being altenated 
amongſt ſome few Traders and Mechanicks, with whom ſelf-intereſt 
being more prevalent than publick good,they have infringed yourMaje- 
ſties Laws,and broken the ſaid Letters Patents,deſpiſed the ſaid good and 
wholſom Pook of Laws, the Acts of their Progenitors, impoſing on 
us your Majeſtics free-born and moſt Loyal Subjects, their Arbitra 
Commands and Injundions, depoſing us of our Rirthrights and Privi- 
ledges, forbidding to Trade for any Commodities. that they ſend not 
in their Ship, which is but once 1n a year ; inhancing their goods to. 
ſuch exccſlive rates, that they have our Commodities for almoſt no- 
thing, endeayouring to bring us into greater bondage; unjuſfily taxing 
our Tobacco to the one third part of its value, and+ ſometimes more z 
for which they were to ſupply us with Ammunition for defence, and 
Miniſters for our inſtruction; yet have but one Miniſter in the whole 
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Tfland, where there ought to be five: And the Ammunition and Pro- 
viſfton for defence, was much after the ſame proportion, although the 
TImpoſition they have laid upon one of our Commodities amounteth to 
near four times the value of the Publick Charges, until your Royal 
Majeſty -was gratioufly pleaſed, for the {afety and ſecurity of theſe 
Ifads, bourtifely.to ſupply us-3- which with all bumble and ſubmiſ- 
ſive boldneſs, on the bended knees of our Loyal hearts, we moſt 
| nog pe acknowledg; reſolving in the Power of God,” whilft we 
ave Limbs or Life, againſt all your Majeſties Enemies, to defend and 
keep this poor, yet not inconfiderable I{land: our bounden duty to 
- Four ſacred Majeſty, the honour of our Nation, and the reſpe& to 
ourſelves and Families, obligeth us thereunto; although werhave other- 
- Wiſe ſmall encouragement, labouring under ſuch inſupportable burthens 
and grievances, which we have \from time to time laid upon us by 
thoſe who in duty were obliged to have retieved us, and from whom 

' can have no remedy: 


Wherefore moſt dear and dread Soveraign, we your Majeſties paor Pe- 
titioners, Rowing your Royal Majeſties Heart, -and the AFs of your 
Majefties Royal Favour and Grace, is like Fire and Air, common 
to all. your Majeſties Loyal SubjeFs, have taken this boldneſs; our 

- mereſſities compelling us to ſeek redreſs from your gracious 
Miajeſties hand, who are the true , pattern of wvertue and. goodneſs to 
all your Majeſties Subje#s. The Right Honourable Anthony Earl of 
Shaftsbury, & c. our Honourable Goveraour., is able more par- 
Tieutarly to inform: your [Majeſty of our deplorable condition 5 humbly, 
#nd* earneſtly deploring your moſt ſacred Majeſties gracious aſſiſtance, 
"to ſuccour 1s in our extremity, and to pardon our rude Lines, as 
thurting from poor diſtreſſed Planters, who are confedent of nothing 

 'tnbre, than that we are, and. deſire always to be 


Your moſt Excellent Majeſties moſt humble, moſt 
obedient, and moſt faithful Subjects. 


} wv 
. 
"ow. 


The which ſaid Peaitis 1 'was fegned by thewhole Aſſembly 
i but-the ſaid Chupaviy ſtifled it, and never delivered it. 
©. to the Kines,Moit Excellent. Majeſty.. 
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To the Right Honourable, and Honourgble, The Company 6 
the Somer-Iflands, The Humble Petition of the General 
A ffjenwbly X Convened in the Somer-Iflands, Auguſt the 
18th, 1673. Rs ge 


Humbly ſheweth, 


Jereas there have been ſeveral General Aﬀemblics, .who from 
V Y time to time have preſented the Grievances iof theſe W{lands 
to. your Honours, but could never find redreſs of thofe burthens; taxes, 
and impoſitions, which have been laid upon us 'His Majelties free- 
born Subjetts; but ſtill inſtead of rehef (throygh the crafty deſigns, 
and ſiniſter practices-of ſome ſelf-interefted perſons, as we conceive ) 
have received a greater addition of miſery, to the altnoſt ruine.of us 
the Inhabitants of theſe T{lands, 'contrary-to--the Kings Letters'Patents, 
and the good and wholſom Book of Laws, 'Printed Arno. 1622, 
whereby the Company 1s obliged, and proviſion made.to defray the 
publick charges of theſe Iflands, and to provide for us. both Ammuni- 
tion, Miniſters, and Collony-Servants, &*c. which continually .of late 
have been wanting for until His Majeſty of his free. grace and: good 
will, was. graciouſly pleaſed to ſupply us 3 upon ſtridt ſearch, by per- 
ſons thereunto appointed, before the arrival of this Magazeen Ship, 
there was not two rounds of Powder in the whole Country ; - and not 
one third part of ſmall Arms for the Inhabitants, although there hath 
been extqrted from us near four times the value-of our Publick- Char- 
pesz of.which, although we are part of the Succeflors and Aſſigns of the 
firſt Proprietors, yet have no account, nor of the diſpoſal of our own 
Moneys: whereby His Majeſties I{Jand was laid open to the vidlence of 
a foreign'Enemy, to the endangering of the loſs of theſe Iflands, and 
of the Lives and-Liberties of us His Majeſties moſt faithful and obedient 
Subjefts. And whereas there ought to be five Miniſters maintained in 
this Iſland, we enjoy but one ; and theſe publick- Lands which were 
appointed for the defraying of Publick Charges, are diſpoſed-of con- 
trary. to the Kings Majeſties intention, in His gracious Letters Patents, 
and Orders in the good and wholſom Printed Book of Laws: and by 
the laſt Letters from the Company, we are commanded at our own 
charges to build .a' Fort, notwithſtanding, by unjuſt Taxes, Impoſitions, 
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and Injuries, we are ſo impoveriſhed. we cannot; and for ſuch works 
there 1s other proviſion made, by His Majeſty and the Honourable 
Company; and therefore from-ſuch illegal and >, grdier dealing, we 
cannot conclude otherwiſe, than that ſome intereſled particular perſons 


of the Honourable CONN: for their own private. gain, value not. 
the ruine of the whole I] | 


- Wherefore upon mature deliberation, and ſerious conſideration, we 
do. humbly preſent our Grievances, with our ſeveral Ads, for 
your approbation and conſent, which we judge the only way, 
through Gods bleſſing, to ſecure the honour and intereſt-of our 
dread Soveraign, and. eſtabliſh the welfare of theſe Iſlands; and 
we alſo defire to acknowledg the never-to-be-forgotten obligation 
from us, to the Right Honourable part of the Company, we 
mean the Nobility and Gentry,. and alſo ſome worthy Perſons of 
the Honourable Company, .in their tender Reſped&s towards our 
liberties,. priviledges,. and welfare; who alſo have been abuſed by 
thoſe, who in honour and duty were obliged to a&@ at another 
rate; we mean ſome particular perſonsof the trading-party, whoſe 

names at preſent we {hall keep in filence, hoping. their amend- 
ment 3 to-whom we particularly requeſt, if. they have any reſpe& 
to the Glory and Juſtice of- God, who beholds the opprefſors and 
the oppreſſed, and heareth the cry of the poor and needy, and in 
his due time will deliver them: if the Intereſt and Honour of His 
molt gracious Majeſty our dread Soveraign may _ you; if you 
have any bowels of love to. your Brethren, your fellow Subjects, 
and to- the welfare of theſe Iflands; we upon our bended knees, 
for Gods fake, His Majeſties ſake, the IfJands, your own and our 
ſelves ſakes, humbly and earneſtly beſeech you, That. you will take 
what we have propoſed, the fruit of: this Seſſion, into your ſeri- 
.ous conſideration; and laying afide all by-reſpects and ſelf-intereſt, 
confirm our Acts, and relieve our grievances, that Almighty God 
may be glorified, His Royal Majeſties Honour and Intereſt. main- 
tained and preſerved, and theſe Iflands advantaged, and not in- 
thralled to any particular perſons will and intereſt; and that you 
would comply with the truly honqurable part of the Company, 


of the teſtimony of whoſe love and good will, weare often made 
ſenſible. 


And therefore Right Honourable, and Honourable, our humble 
requeſt is, that you will ſpeedily ſuccour us with ſuch holy, able, 


peaceable and painful labourers in the word of truth, ws wt 
reak 


KEE 
. break the Bread of life unto ws, that we may not have our ſouls 
rained, although our bodies and eſtates have been enſlaveds And 
alſo do humbly requeſt that the Treaſury and Husbandry of the 
Company, may not be in the hands of the trading-party ; far ſo 
long, we ſuppoſe,, there can be little redreſs. Thus imploring 
your Honours inſpeFion and- redreſs, in matters of ſo oreat © 
weight and importance, which may conduce by your Honours af 
ſeftance, to the Glory of God, our Soveraigns intereſt, your 
own eternal Honour,.. and the welfare of theſe Iflands : 


And your Petitioners, as mm duty bound, ec. - 


The. which Petition was ſent from the whole 
Aſſembly in the Iſlands , but 110 relief : 
given by the ſaid Company to the Iuha-- 


bitants. 


- 


KT E the General Afembly of the Somrer-Tfards, Convened at 
St. Georges, the 11th of Auguſt, Anno Dom. 1673; and 
in the Twenty fifth year of the Reign of our Soveraign. Lord King 
Charles the Second, Defender of the Faith, ec. to ok ſuch things 
as may tend to the well-being of the'ſaid-Iftands,: and alſo to prevent, 
and if by any means poſhble, to remedy ſuch grievances as do-re- - 
quire ſpeedy redreſs, having our eyes and hearts to the Glory of God, 
honour and intereſt' of his Moſt Gracious Majeſty, and reſpect to- the - 
Honourable Company, and welfare of the Plantation,. 


Opon the debating the ſeveral Grievances propoſed by the Inhabitants < 


We alſo earneſtly ſpread before you ( the Honourable Company ) : 
the gievous Bondage and Thraldom of us moſt- true, . and'faithful, and : 
free-born Subjects of his Majeſty. 

That all and every of us, lye culpable in our perſons and eſtates, -- 
upon-the humour and pleaſure of every Informer, by Letters-or other-- - 
wiſe, that can obtain an Order from the Company, or a Court, from - 
any ſeven of the Afhiſtants: And as we are informed, they not being. - 
{worn according .to the purport of- the Kings Majelties Letters Patents, - 


| 
and. .* 
. 


7 £6} | 
and Order in the Printed Book df Laws, where it's appointed that a 
formal Oath ſhall be adviſed and adrniniſtted to all Officers of the ſaid 
- Company, for the true and faithful execution and performance of their 
ſeveral ſervices, &c. And therefore we hntnbly pray, that all perſons 
concerned in Judgement of out petſons ande'eltates, vr ſuch like affairs, 
may, with the reſt of the _— take the Oath ordered. 
And whereas many of us, the Frecholders and Thhabitants of theſe 
Iſlands, have been Drinerly very grievoully vexed and endamaged in 
our perſons and Eſtates, by Illegal Orders from the Court at home, - to 
the ruine of ſome, and great .impoveriſhment of others, no redreſs for 
the fame being provided : | | 
Be it Enacted, that no Order that is, or (hall be ſent to theſe Iflands, 
may compel or inforce us in our bodies or eſtates to ſuffer any a, 
penalty, damage, or forfeiture, without a legal tryal in theſe Wands, 
according to his Majeſties Laws, by Twelve 'of our Peers or Vicinity. 
And ſeeing it hath pleaſed his Majeſty King James of bleſſed memo- 
ry, by his Letters Patents, to make us a free people; and it hath 
ſeemed alſo good to our now dread Soveraign ſo to account us, ha- 
ving ſuffered many injuries, wrongs, and detriments, both in our Per- 
ſons and Eſtates by former deputed Governors, and ſubordinate Offi- 
cers in theſe Iſlands, and not having power to redreſs our ſelves, and 
to prevent-abuſes for the future : - _ 
Be'it Enacted, That all Officers whatſoever refident 1n theſe\lflands, 
that have been, are, or hereafter ſhall be, of what-degree ſoever, nay, 
.and ſhall be hable-to -any Action or 'Actions, that may, or ought. to'be 
commenced: againſt them z and 'to make ſatisfaction to the parties ſu- 
ſtaining wrongs and damages by them, according to the verdict of 
Twelve meh: ariy former Cuſtom or Uſage to the contrary in any wiſe 
Hotwithſtanding. Provided. always, that the Governour here for the 
time being, ſhall not have any Preſentment, Attion, or- Suit, commen- 
ced againſt him during the time of his Government. 


Put to the Vote, -and paſs. 


Hammond Johnſon 
_ Clerk to the Aſſembly. 
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'Hbreas it hath ſeemed good to his Gracious Majeſty Ki Jemer 
V'Y of Blefled memory, to fignifie his py cake ey = oyal 
ill and-pleafure, that the People and Inhabitants of this Iſland ( the 
Royal Subje&s of him and his Succeſſors) ſhould inviolably en- 
3oy thoſe: liberties and priviledges, by his Majeſty granted in his gra- 
_ cious Letters Patents , which are the Forts and Bull-works to repell the 
Invaſion of all unjuſt Impoſitions and Qpprefſions, as in his ſaid Letters - 
Patents, reference thereunto being had, may more evidently appear 3 
That one part of this Land, not exceeding the fourth part, ſhalt e al- 
Jotted, and reſerved to the Company in common, for the maintenance 
and defraying of the Publick Charges of theſe Iſlands; and the re- 
mamder.of -the Profits, after the ſaid Publick Charges are defrayed, tg 
be divided amongſt the ſeveral Members of the ſaid Company, accord- 
ing to the proportion of each mans ſeveral ſhares and parts, &-c. which 
with our humble and thankful acknowledgment of his Majeſties Grace 
we duly reſpect; although ſome not weighing their duty and obedience 
to his Majeſties Royal will and pleaſure, have illegally. exacted one 
penny per /. upon all the Tobacco of the growth of theſe I{lands, com- 
ing to. his Majeſties Realm and Dominions ( which is to: be feared, 
hath been a great means to hinder his Majeſties Cuſtoms) contrary. to- 
his 'Majeſties.graciqus. Laws and Intentions; and alſo diſpoſing of the a- 
foreſaid Lands and Hereditaments, by his Majeſty appropriated.to Pub-: 
lick uſes, according to their own wills and intereſt; which ſaid penny 
er [. hath amounted to near four times the value of the Publick. 
Charges of this IiJand, the Ifland yielding: ſome. years 300000 1. of 
Tobacco and upwards z which ſaid Impolition, being the third part of 
our Commodity, ſometimes more, even when it hath not yielded our. 
Charges, .we have been forced to pay the ſaid exaction to ou yolul- 
Gamage. : 9 17 
 _ Andit being an unjuſt Impoſition upon our Eſtates, direaly contra-- 
xy to the Kipgs Letters Patents, the Honourable Companies Printet: 
Baok-of Laws, and diretly.againſt, and repugnant to theGrand TH - 

ter of :Exgland; which.provigeth that no- man ſhall be amerced in' tijs- 
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Eſtate, without his conſent by due courſe of Lay. 


; - - . b ” » 


| And although. we the Inhabitants of this Ifland, are Members of the- 


ſaid Company, yet- never.have received any account, according . to: hjs : 
Majeſtig 1Qus 1 d.arder in the Printed Book of Laws* it 
Majeſties gracious intent. and. ,arder in the Printed Book of Laws + it 
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being ,a'very great oppreſſion, eſpecially to- the, poor, Plant 
have it: takgnont. of. their, own. hard Latour: And furkper.. Por ; . 
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ndiug this grievons impoſition, we receive not..the ſupply of Arms 
peas. Barn, Miniſters, ; "20rd for Governours, ' and oy Secre- 
taries, Captains, and all other Officers, according to the Honourable 
Companies own Book of Laws. Therefore to prevent the Judgments of 
d, and the ruine of theſe Iflands, and for the forementioned and di- 
vers other weighty reaſons and confiderations, we do Enatt; and there- 
fore © | jo Tn 
' Be it Enacted by this preſent General Aſſembly, That whereas there 
hath been an unjuſt Impoſition and Exa&ion by ſome Members of the 
Company, of one penny per pound, of all Tobaccoes coming from this 
Iſland, of the growth of this Ifland, that no perſon or perſons whatſo- 
ever ſhall preſume to ask, demand, or receive any Impoſition of any 
perſon whatſoever, by vertue of any former Cuſtom, Colour, Or- 
der or pretence whatſoever, for Tobacco of the growth of this I{Jand, 
coming to the Realm of Erglard, contrary to His Majeſties Letters Pa- 
tents, the Honourable Companies Book of Laws, upon the penalty His 
. Gracious Majeſtic hath provided in ſuch like Caſes. 


Put to the Vote, and paſt. 


Hammond Johnſon 
Clerk tothe Aſſembly. 


Wi many of His Majeſties Subjects, and our loving Friends, 
failing to and fro near theſe Iflands, would with their Ships 
put in here to the relief of their wants, the intereſt and advantage of 
the Inhabitants, to take refreſhments; but whereas the Port-charges are 
fo great and unreaſonable upon all Ships'putting in here, though but 
for Water or Proviſions, that they are many times willing to run the 
adventure of the loſs of their Ships, and great miſery of themſelves : 
For the- which reaſons, and divers other good conſiderations, we do 
*EnaQ, and by the power and authority of this preſent AER: 
| -,jÞE it Enacted, That any Ship or Ships coming into theſe I ands for 
| Afreſhument, ſhall pay no Port-charges fave Pilotage, and the Tolage for 
ater and Wharfage, unleſs the ſaid Ship Trades for any thing fave for 
re- 
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' relief and refreſhmentsz any 
any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


2; 
Act, Order, or Cuſtom to the contrary in 


Put to the Vote and paſs. Hemond Jobnf > 
amond Johnſon 


Clerk to the Aſſembly. 
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T KF 7 E the Committee of Enquiry,being Members of this preſent Af- 
ſembly, being choſen to take a view of the defefts and wants 


of the Kings Caſtle and Forts, do give our report as followeth. 


The defe®s of the Kings Caſile. 
1/#. We find the Court of Guard and Paliſadoes altogether out of 


TEpaIr. | 
7 aly. We find the Platforms at the South-weſt-point, (which we look 
upon to be of great uſe) are at preſent altogether unſerviceable. 

3dly. We find the Roof of the Caſtle to be altogether unſerviceable, 
it being ſo leaky, that there is no ſecuring of their ſmall Arms from 


4thly. We find the Powder-Room much defective. 
. 5thly. We find there is wanting upon the lower Platform, Wheels 


_ and Carrayges for one of the great Guns. 


We the aforeſaid Committe of Enquiry do humbly defire a ſpeed 
repair of the defects, and ſupply of the wants, both of the Kings Caſtle 
and Forts; and do humbly preſent our judgments, for the manner of 
the repairing of the Court of Guard, Paliſadoes, Platforms, and Roof 
of the Caſtle. | 

1. We humbly think, that if the Wall of the Court of Guard be 
made up wholly of Stone, and ſo the Roof laid upon it, it may be ve- 
ry durable; 1t being ſo near to the Sea, that the Timber 1s ſubje& to 
damage. 


2. Wehumbly jodgy.thet there ſhould be a Stone-wall made up againſt 


the Paliſadoes, breſt-high, for ſecurity of thoſe that ſerve wit -our 
ſmall Arms, as likewiſe to make a Port for the playing a Great Gun to 


Clear the Shore. 
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- 3. We Hinly think fit., that the Platform at the South-woſt- 
point, ſhould be taken up, and the Rubbiſh taken -away, and the 
—_— laid upon - the Rock, and that there be a Breaſt-work' made 

re. 
4. We bumbly think fit, that the Roof of the Caſtle be new Coated 
with Tarris, Brick, or Lime. 
"Whereas 'His Sacred Majeſty our dread Soveraign, is engaged in a: 
bloody War againſt the States of the United Provinces, we His Maje- 
ſties moſt loyal and obedient Subjets, having due reſpect to His Maje- 
ſly, and the welfare of theſe Iſlands under the, proteQion of the Al- 
mighty , deſire to uſe and improve all lawful ways and means poflible 
For 'the defence and ſecurity of theſe Isdlands. Upon an.eſpectal wiew, 
Finding the 'Caftle and Forts of theſe IsJands axe much .decayed and out 
of repair, which earneſtly calls for, and requires ſpeedy redreſs; and 
ſeeing the means and neceſſaries for the effecting thereof, muſt be pur- 
chaſed ; and well knowing, that by His Majefttes gracious Letters Pa- 
| tents, and the Honourable Companies Printed Book of Laws, the 

- Proprietors, their Afſigns and Succeflors, are ingaged to defray the 
- publick charges of theſe Is]ands; and underſtanding there are in the 
-pofleſfion of the B8heriff of theſe Ts}hands, fome-of the Companies Goods 
( fo called Y: we the Freeholders, 'Inhabitants .of theſe Islands, being 
Members 'of the Company, and their Afiigns and Succeflors, having a 
zeal mrtereſt-4n'them; do think 1t mect to:Enact, ahd therefore by-this 
preſent General Aſſembly, and by the Power and Authority thereof, . 

Be it Enacted for the-preſent and ſpeedy reparations of the Caſtle and 
*Forts of theſe 'I5}ands, and other eſpecial and publick ſervices and uſes; 
That whatſoever Goods, Rents, Moneys, Royalties and Commodinres, 
zelong to the Publick, NOW in the hands of Mr. Anthony Foyrer 
's f'of thefe 5lands, ſhall remam 1n the pofleflion of the ſaid Sheriff 
or-the preſent ; and to be forthwith laid out for the ſaid needful repa- 
rations of the Caſtle and'Forts, and defraying other Publick-Charges. 

- "Whereas the Ships and Veſſels belonging to theſe Islands, have an 
unreaſonable Impoſition, to their great damage, laid upon them, of 
Pilotage, for the bringing in, and carrying out. of the ſaid Ships or 
"Veſſels, although the Maſter or Owner thereof have ſufficient abilities 
Gn-thenyſelves to'perform the fame; and 1t is ordered 1n the Printed 
Book of Laws, that Officers Fees for their ſervice ſhall be ſuch, and no 
- other, as ſhall be Rated and ſet down by the General Afﬀembly from 
1tHhme 'to time : Therefore we have thought it meet to Enact, and by 

the Power and:Authority of this preſent General Aflembly, | 

Now Be it Enacted, That any Ship or Veſlel belonging to the Inha- 
bitants of theſe Islands, ſailing out of any of the Ports and ours 
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- thereof; ſhall not have: any Pilot impoſed upon: them, os pay an Þi- 
lotage for the ſaid Shrp or Veſfel, unleſs « be the dens Tray Ir ar 
Owner thereof to have a Piſot to _ out the {art Ship or Veſſel; bur 
if that Pilot doth come out toSea without the Bar, to meet any of the 
ſd Ships or Veſſels coming to thefe Islands, he ſhall have 2 s. for Pi- 
lotage, whether or no the faid Ship do accept or refuſe it. 

And further, Be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, for divers 
good and wor conſiderations, That no- other Port-Charges ſhall- be 
paid by the Ships or Veſſeks belonging to theſe Islands, ſave Io and 

Wharfage ; and the ſaid Pijotage m manner and form aforeſaid: auy 

Law, Cuſtom, or Order to the contrary in ariy wiſe notwithſtanding, 


AnguSt the 23d, 1673. 
The Names of the Governowr, and Council, and of the Aſembly. 


Sr John Heydon Governor. John Rawlings, Semor. 
Ferry Tucker Senior. | Nicholas Thortoz. 
Henry Moore. obn Arthur. 
Richard Woolrich, obs Stowe. 
Fohn Hubbert. Job Eſquire. 
ohn Wainright, Semor. oh Hachins. 
honras Wood. ; chard Hanger. 
onathan Turner, Senior. George Habbard. 
bomas Leacroft. W:illiane Milborne. 
Cornelizs White, Secretary. Lawrence Dill. 
_ Charles Whitnall, Speaker. ohn Cox. 
Tobr _ Junior. obn Somerall, Senor. 
Sammel Brangman. chard Jennings 
Boaz Sharp. Richard Peniſton. 
James Farmer. Severard Vickers. 
oha Welch. © Wilkam Righton. 
homas Stowe. Thomas Hall. 
Edward Sherlock, Senior. George Ball. 
Robert Dickinſon. ohn Morris, Senior. 
Sir George Txcker. lian Burch. 
Thomas Kerſey. Thomas Foſter. 
Edward Chaplin. Richard Matthewlin. 
George Baſcomb. Nathaniel Butterfield. 
William Baſdon, Senior. Hammond Johnſon, Clerk 


 Phibp Lea. of the Aſſembly. 
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Notwithſtanding the aforeſaid Aſſemblies Grievances and Petitions: 
did come to the hands of the ſaid Company, (by this remarkable token, 
That the oy of the ſaid Company, William Webb Eſq; by name, 
faid in open Court, That the drawers thereof deſerved to be hanged: 
and the faid Mr. Webb did further ſay, That the Bermmdians had no- 
more to do with Magna-Charta, than the Inhabitants of Brazeel had; 
for the King had left the Government wholly to the hands of the Com- 
pany ): yet the ſaid Company did ſtide the ſaid Grievances and Peti- 
tions aforeſaid, and did deny by their Councel, before the King and. 
Parliament, that there came any ſuch Papers to-their hands: and in-- 
ſtead of ſhewing the ſaid Papers, as was defired by thoſe men that. 
knew they received them; the ſaid Company produced before the King 
and Parliament ſomething that was drawn up by private. perſons:1n the 
Islands, and ſigned: by*thoſe of the Aſſembly ; the which Paper com-- 
ing to hand, with the Aſſemblies. Grievances, made the Right Ho- 
nourable, the Earl of Shaftsbary (then the preſent Governour ) in 
open Court, to ſay, He admired that there ſhould be ſent ſuch a Paper - 
in that ſtrange manner, in thoſe words aforeſaid, ſigned by PAR T 
OF THE ASSEMBLY. 

And let all the unbiaſſed perſons in the World judge, if the Somer-. 
Ifhands Company, (that have a&ted as they have done in the aforeſaid, 
and following Narrative, as by the Grievances made out, by a Petition 
lately preſented to the Parliament by ſeveral Members of the ſaid Com- 
pany will moſt plainly appear) be fitting to Govern any longer the ſaid 
Somer-Iſlauds 5 nay, rather it is to be deſired, that His Majeſty would 
be pleaſed to ſend a Governour thither, as he doth: to Barbados, Vir-. 
gizia, and all his-other Plantations, that all the poor Inhabitants may . 
be redeemed from that Egyptian bondage they all now-groan under, by. 
the Government of the ſaid Company. - 


J 
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A Petition preſented to Sir John Heydon Gowernour, by ſix- 
Bermudians, 1677. 


To the Honourable Sir John Heydon Knight and Gowernonr, 
with his worthy Council. Somer-Iſlands, April 20. 1677. 


The humble Petition of Captain John Dorrel, Senior, Capt. 
John Hubbard, Capt. George Hubbard, Lieutenant Wil. 
liam Peniſton , Mr. William Righton Senior, and Mr... 
William Keele, in behalf of the reſt of the.Inhabitants. . 


Moſt Humbly ſheweth, 

T HAT your Petitioners underſtanding that ſeveral new Laws are | 

. come to your Honours hands, from the Honourable Company, 
to be put in execution; and knowing by experience that the executi- 
on thereof will prove not only prejudicial, but the ruin of the well- 
being of the Inhabitants-of. theſe IsJands;. our ſelves,. with ſeveral o- 
thers, have by the requeſt of the Inhabitants, preſented to your Ho-« 
nour and Council, our humble Addrefles to the Honourable Company ;_ 
therein ſhewing the miſery we lived under ſeveral years ago, and muſt-: 
unavoidably live under-again, if their new Laws be put in execution; - 
WE in the behalf of the Inhabitants of the whole Islands, humbly beg- - 
ging your Honour, and Council, to ſtop the preſent execution of thoſe 
new Laws, until the Honourable Companies pleaſure is further known 
in Anſwer to: our Grievances. 


And your. Honours Petitioners ſhall ever pray: - 


John Dorrell; Senior. . George Hubbard. William Rzghton,. Sen.-. 
Tobn Hubbard. William Peniſtone. William Keele. 
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To the Right Honourable the Gowernoar and Company of the 
| Somer-Hlands Plantation, the Humble Petition of the Inha- 
bitants of the Somer-Iflands, 


Moſt Humbly ſheweth, 


'T HAT whereas your Honours have beer pleaſed of late, to ntake 
| ſeveral Laws for the Goveriment and well-being of us the Inha- 
bitants m this IgJland, as you do relate; BU T your Honours living ſo 
far diſtant from us, knowing not ſo well our condition, as we our ſelves 
doz That if thoſe Laws you have lately made, be put in execution, 
private men. may be gainers thereby ; BU T the generalny of all the 
Tnhabitants ſhall be brought to the ſame condition as it was Thirty and 
odd years ago, Three Men to one Shirt : Therefore we moſt hum- - 
bly pray you to confider our Petition, as 'at large is there ſet forth, 
WE flying to your Honours for relief, as Children to their Parents; 
begging from your Honours, That the Rod may not lye ſo heavy upon 
our backs, nor the yoak on our necks, but that we may be relieved 
from thoſe oppreſſing By-Laws you have made : 


And we fhall ever pray. 

Signed by 
John Dorrell, Senior. George Bauſcomb. Sapmel Evans. 
fob Stowe. William Williams. obn Squire. 

enry Moore. Anthony Peniftone. illiam Burch. 
Tho. Richards, Senior. Nicholas Thorne. Thomas Forſter. 

obn Hubbard \ Jonathan Turner. Panl Triminghats. 

Villiam Peniſtone. George Hubbard. Edward Sherlock, 

William Righton, Sen. FJohn Hutchings. Anthony Vhite. 


Edward Chaplin. illiam Keele. 
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BUT notwithſtanding the aboveſaid Petition was received by the 
ſaid Company, and the former Petitions, and the Afſemblics Grievan- 
ces, Printed as aforeſaid; all-of tham craving from the faid Compa-* 
Ny, to be reheved fromthe Laws and Orders made by thems 
YET wiſtcad of giving relief, they have a late ordered their Governor 
and Council in the Hands, to put all their Laws in execution forth- 
with without diſpute; 1 William Righton one of the Petitioners, being 
at. their Courts in Loxdoy,. an eye and car Witneſs to the ſame. 


. 


—_— 
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To the Kings Moſt Excellent Majefly, 1676. 


The Humble Petition of Perient Trott, and ſeveral' other 
Merchants and Members: of the Bermuda Company, 


Humbly ſheweth, 


WI. at the Creation of. the ſaid Company, . about* the year: 
1614, they Traded on-a joynt Stock , which was for drvers- 
years managed accordingly. 


THAT the faid Stock hath been-diflolved near Fifty years ſince; 
and your Petitioners have many years-been Traders to the faid Iflands- 
with their- own private Stocks, ſince the diflolation or diſcontinuance: 
of the ſaid Companies Stock. 


THAT ſome of the ſaid Company, on purpoſe to-deſtroy the - 
Trade to thofe parts, have made a Law that no Ship ſhould be employ-- 
ed. to thoſe {lands wherein any Member of .the ſaid Company hath. 
any intereſt; and have lately ſent out a Ship bound. to the. ſaid Iſlands, 
which was ſo qualified, refuſing to ſuffer your Petitioners ( who are: 
Members of the faid Company ) to ſend for their own Commodities 
of the growth. of the ſaid Iſlands, with their own Ship: provided for: 
that purpoſe,. to-their great. damage and ruine.of thews.Irede. 


THAT 


LT 
THAT the faid Company on their publick account ſends but one 
. Ship a year, and that not ſufficient to bring: away the Crop of To- 
bacco in the ſaid Iflands; and ſometimes they {end but one Ship in 
'Two years, to the great loſs of the Planters: and Merchants, in periſh- 
ing of their Commodities, and the loſs of their Markets, alfs to the 
great damage of your Majeſty in the loſs of your Cuſtoms, the Plant- 
ers and others being neceſſitated by ſuch uſage, to Ship their Tobacco 
and Goods on any ſtrange Veſſels which happen to touch. there, which 


carry the ſame to foreign Markets, which otherwiſe they-would not 
do. 


EE - 
* 
o 


\ 


"THAT the Governor of the ſaid Iflands hath Licenſed ſtrangers 
Ships to Trade there, which have carried away great quantities of 
Tobacco to foreign parts, contrary to ſeveral Acts of Parliament, and 
. of which information and complaint was made here in Loxdoz to the 
ſaid Company, by one of your Petitioners, but they would take no 
notice of the ſame. 


THAT ſome of your Petitioners have a Ship ready to ſet fail for 
the ſaid Iſlands, as well for the ſupplying the wants of the Inhabitants, 
with Commodities from hence, as to re-lade and. bring their own 
Goods, which by the ſaid Company will not be permitted to lode 
back, contrary to all Law. and Reaſon, and the great hindrance of Na- 
vigation, as at large appeareth, by the Afﬀidavit annexed. 


| The premiſes conſidered, 


May it pleaſe your Sacred Majeſty, in your great wiſdom and 
wonted goodneſs, for incouragement of Navigation. and your 
| Petitioners in their Trade, to dire@, That free-Irade may be 
allowed to the ſaid Iſlands, for your Ma ; ng Subjects that 
are Members of the ſaid Company, and that ſuch By-Laws 
and Orders that are made by the ſaid Company contrary to 
Law, may be made void : And that in the mean time the 
Sip Charles of London, belonging. to ſome of your Peti- 
tioners now Laden, and ready to ſet Pai to the ſaid Iſlands, 
.qay by your Majeſty be inabled to Land their Goods in * 

| ſaid 


| 4.4% 2 
ſaid Iſlands; and bring from thence into England the Cone- 
modities of the ſaid {0A : wa Oy" 


And your Petitioners as in Duty: bound, ſhall 
ever Pray, &c. | 


Signed by John Wyſe. _.. 
George Diy. 
Perient Trott. 
Robert Steevers. 
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| The Anſwer, of. the - — Company to the Petition of 
Perig oY "rOth-antl bers, | 


AO 
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Hewbly ſheweth, 
1: F*HAT it is true, At the firſt Creation of the Company, and 
that for ſeveral years after, they Traded in a *joynt Stock : 

That for the conveniency of the Members of the ſaid Company, the 
Company gave them leave to Trade with their own private Stocks ; but: 
ſtill they always managed that Trade, in the Companies general or 
Magazeen Ships. 

2. THA T the Company have indeed made a By-Law, That no 
Ship ſhould be Niro as their Magazeen Ship, wherin any Member 
of the Company hath any ſhare or intereſt as an owner of it. 


Tan i _ 


- 


Majeſty. 


3. A ND they have alſo made another By-Law, That no Member 
of the Company {hall Trade thither with any private Ships, for Tobac- 


co, and freight them there, before the Magazeen Ships are fully. 
freighted. 


4. A ND the Company do conceive that their By-Laws are accord- 
ing to Law, and beneficial to Trade, and your Majeſties Cuſtoms; and - 
neceſſary , not only to the well-being, but to the very being of the 
Company: And this they do not doubt, but to make out. 


5. THAT the Magazeen Ship is very ſufficient to bring home the 
Crop of Tobacco in the faid I{lands, it being ſeldom, if EVER, fully 
' freighted; and that Mr. Lrott have the ſame likerty with all the reſt of 


a". _ 
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to the ſaid Somer-Iflands Companies An- 


ſwer. To the King. 


And 4' Reply made 


I. O the firſt Head Anſwered, That ſeveral years after the Com- 
pany came into a joynt Stock, one Mr. Delbridg a Member of 
the ſaid Company, did ſeveral years-ſend Shipping there on his own ac- 
count particularly, as appeareth by the Companies own Records; and 
ſo he continued Trading, until Tobacco fell from Half a Crown per |. 
to one Peny per /. | 
2. To the ſecond Head, The Company hath made a confeſſion (there | 
needs no other proof) That they have made ſuch a Law, that no Ship 
ſhall be ſent to the Iſland, that any Member is owner of any part of 
her ; which, as learned Council affirm, is contrary to Magna-Charta. 
3. To the' third Head, The ſaid Company have made a confefion, 
that they have made ſuch a Law, That no Ship ſhall be ſent to the 
[{lands to freight her, before their Magazeen Ship is freighted; BU T 
the ſaid Company hath ordered the Governour in the Burmmdoes to un- 
load a Members Ship there, though ſhe was loaded there by the Com- 
panics own order, and leave obtained from the Government in the faid 
Iflands to load her ; and they cauſed all the ſaid goods they had taken 
out of her, to be put aboard their Magazeen Ship, that did not arrive 
there until the next year after the time ſhe ſhould have been there, 
and forced the ſaid Members Ship to return for England empty ; and 
the ſaid Company hath ſent no Ship thither in above Two years time, 
and yet forbad a Members Ship to be Loaded there with Tobacco, of 
the growth of the Iſland, 1673. ſhe did arrive in the Iſland, in the 
time of the Jate Dutch War, 1674 5 Witneſs, Cornelius White Secretary. 
4. To the Fourth Head, The Aſſemblies grievances doth ſufficient] 
diſprove their afſertion.— And ſurely Common Reaſon tells the Worl 
That 1t 18not therefore that their Laws muſt be good, becauſe they af- 
firm them ſo to bez and neceflary, not only to the well-being, but to 
the very being of the Company : Behold their confidence! 
5. Tothe Fifth Head, That oftentimes it is ſo, - that their Magazeen. 
- Ship 18 not big enough to bring away the Tobacco, as by ſeveral Wit= - 
—hefſes can be proved; B UT were ſhe never ſo big, Why ſhould - 
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the Members, of loading his Tobacco on Board the ſaid Ship, as he had 
alſo of ſending out his goods in. the ſaid Ship, ſhe not being a quarter 


full laden. 


...+6.. AND for any abuſes of the Governour,. in the ſaid Iſland, the 

Company knoweth nothing of it; but would be very glad to make the 

diſcovery, fince in their proportions they are the greateſt ſufferers 
thereby, in being defrauded of their Duties; whereby they maintain: 

the whole great charge of the I{lands and Government, 


THE. ſaid Company therefore moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, 
. that je regard he ſaid > of Monch ſo es for the Fane 
and not. at all prejudicial, but on the contrary, advantageous to 
1rade and: your Majeſties Cuſtoms,. and the good of the Planters 
7n the ſaid t and; That the ſaid” Petition be diſmiſſed. 


And the ſaid Company, as in duty Lound, ſhall ever pray. 


[ 21 Jnot _ 
Strangers Ships be ſent tothe Ifland, and &f the Members-ſhips, to bring 
away the Members own goods; and for ſtrangers to eat the Bread out 
of the Members mouths, that own the K $? For if any profit be, 
Why Strangers Ships ſhould be entertained, and the Members Ships for- 
bid?for no man-ſends Ships thither, nor elſewhere, but for.an advantage. 

6. To the Sixth Head, 'Fhe ſaid Company did know the abuſes done 
by their Governor -Sir Fohn Heydor, by Letters, and by Articles exhi- 
bite againft him (and preſented, both to the principal Aſiſtants, and 
to the ſaid Company in Writingz and the diſcovery was made to the 
ſaid Company, without their deſiring: of it) and offered to be made 
out by ſeveral Witneſles, | 


THE ANSWER to the Companies Prayer. 


The ſaid Cpmpany do defire the aforeſaid Petition might be diſmiſſed> 
It is verily believed they did, and do; BUT 1s it therefore to be diſ- 
miſſed, becauſe the Company pretendedly affirm their Laws are fo 
neceſſary and advantageous ? BUT for the confuting of their affertion; 
which is groundlefs, it 1s defired they will turn to the Aſſemblies Grie- 
vances and Petitions that they received; and alſo ſtifled. AND fur-- 
ther, pray conſider if it be not prejudicial to His Majeſty in his Cu- 
ſtoms, and alſo to the Merchants, to have all-the years Crop of Tobac- 
co imbarqued in one Ship, and ſo all to be loſt ( as ſeveral times it- 
hath been the caſe of the Companies Magazeen Ships) or to have the. 
Crop of Tobacco Shipped in ſeveral Ships, that' if one _P miſcarry, 
another may come ſafe; well weigh what is related aforeſaid, and then 
if the Company alter not their mind, it 1s hoped the unbiafled Reader: 
will ſee the unreaſonableneſs of their aflertion and further, ſee the: 
fallacions Anſwer the ſaid Company hath given to the aforeſaid Peti-- 
tion, preſented by Mr. Joh: Wyſe, George Day, Perient-Trott, and Ro-- 
bert Steevens, in the behalf of themſelves and others, 


To the King's Moſt Excellent. Majeſty. . 
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1. The Anſwer of the Bermuda Company to the Matters com- 
-plained of in the Petition of Mr. Perient Frott, bumbly of: 
fred 16 the Conſideration of the Honourable the "as 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes Aſſemblet in PARLIAMENT. 


2. PHE BERMUDA COMPANY having purchaſed the 

| foyl of the Tfland, were incorporated in 1614, by the name 

.of the Governour and Company of the City of Loxdoy, for the 

Plantation of the Somer-Iſflands, and thereby had the fole Government 

. cortimitted to them with Power to make Laws, as near as might be to 

the Laws of ENGLAND, being the ſame .power granfed to all His 

Majeſties Foreign Plantations, and the Company are ſtill the Proprie- 

tors of the ſaid Iflands ; and if any By-Laws were made contrary to 

their power, or prejudicial to the Iſhnds ( as is untruly ſuggeſted ) 
«the Company here muſt be the great.loſers. 


2, THAT no Lands have been taken away from any perſon with- 

out due proceedings, and examination had according to the Laws and 

_ -Conſtitutions of the I{lands; neither have any Records or due Entries, 

manifeſting any mans Title to the ſame, been razed or altered; nor hath 

_ any perſon been admitted to- any ſhares in the ſaid Iflands, but upon 
evidence of their right and title to the ſame. 


4. THAT the penny in the pound upon Tobacco is a Tax neceſla- 
ry to ſupport the Eharges of the Government, over and above the pub- 
lick ſhares ſet afide, and now employed for that purpoſe, and is duly 
impoſed; and for recovery thereof, Actions at Law are brought againſt 
the _ Mr. Trott, whereby the validity of the ſaid Tax will be 

- tryed. 


5. AND if the Governour and Council there do impoſe any. Af- 

-ſeſments upon the Planters without the conſent of the Afſembly, it 1s 

-- without the knowledg of the Company, and contrary to the Rog: 
aws 
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:. A NSWER to their firft Head, as to the Preamble of the faid 

[ \ Companies anſwer ; They deal moſt difingenuoufly, in that 
they miſlead the Reader, by Printing Periext Trott the ſole Petitioner, 
when as the Petition was in the Names of Mr. Joh» Wyſe, Williz»: 
White, Robert Steevens, and Perient Trott, in the behalf of themfelves, 
and divers others of the faid Company, and many of the Planters in 
the ſaid Iſands, of which I, William Righton, am one. 

2. To their ſecond Head, They alſo miſlead the Reader, in that 
they quote that part of the Charter that relates to make Laws, as 
ear as might be, to the Laws of ENGLAND, which Clauſe is in re- 
lation to Criminal Cafes, ( as to Mariners and others) but they leave 
out that part of the Charter, where the King ſaith poſitively; All the 
Laws they make, mnt be ſo ALW ATS, as Fe ſame be not contrary to-- 
the Laws and Statutes of this our Realm of England: And further,where- 
as they ſay, The Company are ſtill the proprietors of the ſaid Lands,t-is - 
not true; Without they mean the »ajor part of them that are owners-- 
of near 2 of the ſaid Lands, that now are hvers 1n the Tfland, who are 
become the Heirs and lawful Succeſlors to the firſt Purchaſers, as having: 
bought them out; and if ſo, then they muſt be the greateſt loſers, and 
not the Company in Ergland, that hath few ſhares of Land to Joſe in : 
the ſaid Bermuda. | 

3. To their third Head, That mens Lands have been given away - 
fromthe lawful owners thereof, without due proceſs of Law; and ' 
contrary to the Laws and orders of the ſaid Company : and men are. 
put into the ſaid Lands, and the faid men have fate and voted in their 
Courts 3 and the Records have been razed ont, both in Exgland and 
in the S omer-Iſlands - 

Witneſs. to the ſame Richard Banner their Secretary, and ſeveral : 
others. AY 
4. To the fourth Head, That the Tax of 1 @ fer s.' on: Tobacco 5: 
unneceflary, as by the Aſſemblies Addreſs to- the Company, 'more at - 
large appeareth 3. for the King in the Charter, hath ſet out one 4th part - | 
of the ſaid Iflands to 'defray the publick Charges for EVER. And 
that Actions were entred againſt Mr. Trott, 1s as true, as they were ne- - 
ver proſecuted to this day z but entred only, and ſo Printed, to-mil- - 
lead the Reader, and to make a nowe in Coffee-houſes. 

5. To the fifth Head, I, William Righton by name, have, time after 
time, made complaint to the Company, that the Governour and Coun- -— 
cil in the ſaid Ifland, did impoſe Afleſments.on the. Inhabitants;. and; =» 
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Laws of the place, and would be"redreſſed upon complaint made to 


the Company here. 


6. THAT the managing of the Trade of Tobacco in the Compa- 
nies Magazeen Ship, 1s n ry for the OI, ſufficient for the 
rowth and utmoſt improvements of the Iſlands, fatisfaftory to the 
Planters , always uſed ſince the firſt purchaſe of the Lands, and the only 


way to prevent fraud and oppreſſions. 


7. AS to the Whale-fiſhing, the Company have made a Leaſe for 
Ninety nine years to ſeveral undertakers, who expended near 4000 /. 
in Boats; Tackle, and other Charges, for carrying 'on the Trade, and 
have.intruſted ſome perſons under them to manage the ſame for Five 
years, and. the ſaid Truſtces having ſome ways intruſted Mr. Trott there- 
in, and the Five years being expired, the ſaid Boats and Tackle was 
ſcized at the requeſt, and for the ſaid undertakers, who are the Pro- 
prictors and owners of the ſame, and are under the value of 100 /. 


8. AS to the building of Ships, if the ſame were not reſtrained, 
there would not be Timber left, ſufficient for the neceſlary ſupply of 
the IflJands. | ; 

. AS to Appeals, any perſon aggrieved may bring the ſame, un- 
ef where the Cauſe of Aon is under the value of Five pounds. 


10. AND ever fince the granting of the ſaid Charter, the Com any 
haveiindeavoured to advance the common and publick intereſt of the 
Iflands, and the Rights of the Proprietors therez and the I(lands are 
now in .a niore flouriſhing condition than ever they weer fince they 


were firſt planted. 


| LT 
they did by foree and violence gather the ſame, without the conſent of 
the Aﬀembly, 'but never could obtain any relief from the Company 
here. . | arr 

6. To the ſixth Head, PRAY turn to the Aﬀemblies Petition and 
Addreſs to the Company, and there you may ſee, how many untruths 
the Company doth Print in that Head and ſurely mens Eſtates in Two 
Ships, is ſafer than in one; and in three, fafer than in two; and they 
ſend but one Ship a year, though their own Laws bind them to ſend. 
two at the leaſt yearly : And they put no difference between the Infan- - 
cy of the Plantation, when there was not in thelfland 700 people, and 
all Tenants; and now there 1s as many Thouſands, and moſt Free- - 
holders. | 

7. To the ſeyenth Head, That the 24jor part of the Whale-fiſhers, 
did let a Leafe of the ſame for Seven years, that might have Leaſed it 
out for the Ninety-nine years; and that all the Materials were ſeized on, 
and the Company forbid the Whale-fiſhing, who had- not; nor hath - 
now any Intereſt at all in the Whale-fiſhing, (they having Leas'd it out 
for Ninety nine years ): And this the Company did ( againſt the mind 
of the major part of the undertakers) as will be made out before a 
Judge and Jury; and the value of the Materials are above 3oo /. . 
Sterling. | 

of To the eighth Head, No uſe ſo neceſſary, as to build Ships, with - 
the Timber of the growth of the Iſlands, both as to the At of Navi- 
gation, and the Inhabitants intereſt alſo. 

9. To the ninth Head, The Company have ordered the Governour 
in the Iſland to deny the due Proceſs of Law, or he doth it on-his own'1 
head to gratifie them, as appeareth by Appeals lain before the ſaid 
Company in Loxdor, and in the Iflands, ſome Twelve years, and ſome of 
later date, and no relief can be obtained from the ſaid Company; Wit- - 
neſs Richard Banner Secretary. 

10. To their tenth Head, To confute that, pray turn-to what the 
Afembly ſaith, and hath Enafted, and 1n their Petition preſented to - 
the Company, but they concealed itz and turn to the Laws they Jate- - 
ly made, all which is Printed and preſented to the Parliament, and they 
will ſufficiently make out the truth of this Anſwer : That if the If{land- - 
ers flouriſhed formerly, 1t was: by not putting: the Laws in execution ; -: 
and they are never like to flouriſh afterwards, if thoſe Laws be. ever-- 
executed. ' | 
\ Let every unbiaſſed Reader give their Judgments -1n what: the Com- - 
pany hath Printed, but have proved nothing; and well weigh the An- - 
{wers.thereunto made, all- which 1s ready to be proved by ſeveral Wit--- 
nefſes: That done, Then what a.fallacious, groundleſs, and: pretended 's 
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Anſwer hath the Ber»mda Company made in Print to the aforeſaid Peti 
tion preſented by Mr. Fob» Wyſe, (Viz. ) to the Honourable Houſe of 


Commons Aflembled in Parliament. 


AND now ſeeing no relief can be obtained from the ſaid Com- 
pany, as it appeareth by the aforeſaid Narrative, and that the poor di- 
ſtrefſed Inhabitants have no remedy left them, but by taking the hum- 
ble boldneſs to fly once more unto the high and honourable Houſe of 
Commons Aſſembled in Parliament , befeeching them to conſider the 
miſerable and deplorable condition that the poor diſtrefled Inhabitants 
in the Somer-I//ands do groan under by the oppreſſions of the ſaid 
Company related as aforeftid, and to pive ſuch relief, as the Honoura- 


ble Houſe of Commons 1n their great wiſdoms ſhall think fit. 


And all the Inhabitants, both Men, Women and Children, ſhall ever 
be bound to pray. 


